Abstract.-Abundant platform-bearing gondolellid conodonts, including Scythogondolella mosheri (Kozur and Mostler), Sc. phryna Orchard and Zonneveld, and Sc. cf. milleri (Müller), have been discovered from the Yiwagou Section of Tewo, together with Novispathodus waageni waageni (Sweet) and Nv. w. eowaageni Zhao and Orchard. This is the first report of Smithian platform-bearing gondolellids from the Paleo-Tethys region. In addition, Eurygnathodus costatus Staesche, E. hamadai (Koike), Parafurnishius xuanhanensis Yang et al., and the genera Pachycladina Staesche, Parachirognathus Clark, and Hadrodontina Staesche have also been recovered from Dienerian to Smithian strata at Yiwagou Section. Three conodont zones are established, in ascending order: Eurygnathodus costatus-E. hamadai Assemblage Zone, Novispathodus waageni-Scythogondolella mosheri Assemblage Zone, and the Pachycladina-Parachirognathus Assemblage Zone.
Introduction
The end-Permian mass extinction was the most severe in geological history and saw the disappearance of the majority of marine organisms (e.g., Wignall, 2015) . Ecosystem recovery took several million years and was hindered by the Smithian-Spathian extinction around two million years after the main crisis. Early Triassic sea surface temperatures were especially high and reached their zenith in the late Smithian (Romano et al. The term 'gondolellid' derives from the family Gondolellidae Lindström and is composed of two groups-segminiplanate, platform-bearing genera (e.g., Neogondolella Bender and Stoppel, Scythogondolella) and segminate, platform-less genera (e.g., Neospathodus Mosher, Novispathodus Orchard). The fate of platform-bearing gondolellid conodonts during the vicissitudes of the Early Triassic is unclear. They were globally prosperous prior to the end-Permian mass extinction and once again successful in the Middle Triassic. However, in the Early Triassic, conodonts in low-latitude regions, such as South China, were mostly dominated by blade-shaped (or segminate) instead of platform-bearing gondolellids. By comparison, in northern high-latitude areas and the southern margin of Neo-Tethys, the platform-bearing gondolellids became more common (e. 
Geological setting and stratigraphy
The Early Triassic Qinling Basin was a major seaway between the South China and Northern China blocks that narrowed to the east and opened to Paleo-Tethys in the west (Lai et al., 1992 (Lai et al., , 1995 Feng et al., 1994; Yin and Peng, 1995) . The studied Yiwagou Section was located in a shallow-water, carbonate platform at the northern margin of South China Block and on the southern side of the Basin (Fig. 1 ). There has been little research in the region because of its inaccessibility and high altitude (but see Yin et al., 1988 Yin et al., , 1992 Lai et al., 1992 Lai et al., , 1994 Lai et al., , 1995 Yin and Peng, 1995) . The Yiwagou Section lies along a ravine near Zhagana village, Tewo County (start point GPS 34.256N, 103.204E, Fig. 1 ). The section is ∼1500 m long, with the highest point reaching 4060 m above sea level, and consists of continuous strata from upper Permian to Lower Triassic composed of the Changhsing Formation (P 3 ch), the Zhalishan Formation (T 1 z), and the Maresongduo Formation (T 1 m). The Changhsing Formation is mostly gray, thick-bedded limestone and oolitic limestone. The Zhalishan Formation (Griesbachian to Smithian) is 565.5m thick, consisting of gray to dark gray, thin-to mediumbedded micritic and bioclastic limestone with intercalations of calcareous, reddish to purple-red, fine-grained sandy limestone (Fig. 2) . The Maresongduo Formation (Spathian) consists of red to purple-red, thick-bedded crystallized dolomite, dolomitic limestone, and micritic limestone. Overall, red beds first appear within the lower Zhalishan Formation and roughly increase in importance upwards. Marine Red Beds (MRBs) are more typically found in deeper offshore environment (Song et al., 2017), but are rare in shallow-water carbonate platform settings such as the Yiwagou Section. The MRB horizons likely record fluctuating oxygen concentration and water depth in the southern Qinling Basin (Lai et al., 1992) .
Conodont assemblages in this area are typically high diversity but low abundance (Lai, 1992). Six Early Triassic conodont zones have been established at the Yiwagou Section; in ascending order, they are: Hindeodus parvus Zone, Neospathodus dieneri Zone, Neospathodus pakistanensis Zone, Pachycladina-Parachirognathus Assemblage Zone, Neospathodus triangularis Zone, and the Neospathodus homeri-Neospathodus hungaricus Assemblage Zone (Lai, 1992, fig. 3 ). Biogeographically, the assemblages at Yiwagou have been thought to have characteristics transitional between South China and North China, albeit with a greater affinity to South China faunas (Lai et al., 1992 (Lai et al., , 1995 
Materials and methods
A total of 153 samples (each one weighting ∼3-4 kg) were collected from the upper Changhsing, Zhalishan and lower Maresongduo formations at Yiwagou. All samples were crushed into 1-2 cm 3 fragments, then dissolved in an 8% solution of acetic acid, followed by heavy liquid separation. A stereoscopic binocular microscope was used to find conodonts in the residues, and a scanning electron microscope (SEM) was used for photography.
Repository and institutional abbreviation.-All conodonts in this study are stored in the School of Earth Science, China University of Geosciences (CUG) in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China. Occurrence.-Zhalishan Formation at the Yiwagou Section in Tewo County, Gansu Province, northwestern China, in Dienerian or Smithian.
Systematic paleontology
Description.-The P 1 element has a variable shape platform with the width-length ratio about 1:2. In upper view, a relatively small cusp lies in the center, surrounded by 8-10 high and strong irregularly distributed denticles. Generally, it has an anterior process with 1-2 denticles and a roughly triangular posterior process with 3-4 denticles, between which there is a broad platform with 2-7 denticles and a cusp. In lateral view, the basal margin is almost straight, but sometimes upturned posteriorly in juvenile elements. Denticles generally 
